
  

                                Adventurers’ Club of Los Angeles 
Annual Business Meeting, First Session 

October 1, 2020     
 
Venue: Due to the Pandemic the meeting was held via Zoom 
 

The meeting was called to order by President, Alec Shumate at 7:12PM. 
There were 32 members present and therefore a quorum was achieved. 
(Under the Bylaws a quorum at a Business Meeting consist of 15% of the members) 
 
President’s Report:  Alec Shumate reported that the Club is doing well in spite of the fact that 
we have been closed since March due to Covid - 19.  Thanks to Rich Mayfield we have continued 
with our normal Thursday night programs conducting live interviews of adventurers on U -Tube 
that can also be watched later.  The quality of the interviews conducted by Rich and the technical 
support provided by Andy Medina has been outstanding.  The closure of the club has also given 
us the opportunity to move forward on several long-delayed renovations and improvements to 
our physical plant.  New flooring of vinyl slats that appear to be wood  have been installed in the 
foyer, library and dining hall.  The lighting of exhibits has been vastly improved by the installation 
of track lighting.  Within the next few months the kitchen will be completely refurbished with 
new stainless-steel cabinets and equipment.  Bryan Kresie has taken the lead on the cleaning, 
organizing and coordinating of these renovations with the support of several other members. 
 
1st Vice President’s Report: Rich Mayfield reported that we have had a very successful year with 
informative and interesting programs of adventure.  The interview format has proved to be much 
easier for presenters while providing a more interesting format than lectures.  Rich said that he 
needs to book 12 more presenters to finish up the year and solicited the membership to help him 
recruit interesting presenters.  He also announced that we now have the capability of conducting 
interviews at the club while the presenter is housed at a different site. 
 
2nd Vice President:  Bryan Kresie reported the cleaning, organizing and renovation of the club is 
going better than expected.  He announced that he will be presenting a virtual tour of the club 
highlighting the improvements at the 2nd Session of the Annual Business Meeting on November 
5, 2020. 
 
Secretary’s Report - Election and Proposed Changes to the Bylaws:  Rob Quist, the Club 
Secretary and the Chairman of the Bylaws Committee, reported that due to the Pandemic forced 
closing of the Club all voting for Candidates for Office and changes to the Bylaws will be 
conducted by Mail-in Ballots.  Ballots with postage paid return envelopes will be mailed out next 
week to all members in good standing.  Members should vote by Xing a yea or nay vote on each 
item on the ballot, putting the ballot in the postage paid envelope provided,  signing their name 
and writing the words “Absentee Ballot” on the outside of the envelope.  Absentee Ballots must 
be received by the Club no later than November 5, 2020.  Any Ballots received after this date will 
not be counted.  THEREFORE, MAIL YOUR BALLOT EARLY!!  All ballots will be counted on 
November 5, 2020 with the results reported to the membership at the 2nd Session of the Business 
Meeting that evening. 
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Rob Quist explained that the charge of the Bylaws Committee was to propose appropriate and 
needed changes without changing the spirit or character of this historic charter of our Club.  He 
explained that a full rendition of the proposed changes to the Bylaws and a new Investment Policy 
will be E-Mailed to all members and posted in the “MEMBERS ONLY”  section of our  website at 
adventurersclub.org.  There was a brief discussion period giving members an opportunity to ask 
questions and give their views regarding these items. 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee:  Michael Lawler, the Immediate Past President of the Club 
reported out the Nominating Committee’s recommendations.  He stated that the thinking of the 
Committee was that the entire Board of Directors has been doing an excellent job this year, 
especially when considering the challenges presented by the Pandemic.  Therefore, they are 
recommending the retention of all Board Officers and Directors who are willing to continue to 
serve in their present capacity (underlined) and two existing Board Members who have agreed 
to serve in a new capacity.  The recommended slate is: 
 
 President   Alec Shumate 
 1st Vice President  Kendall Hudson    
 2nd Vice President   Bryan Kresie 
 Treasurer   Rich Mayfield 
 Secretary   Rob Quist 
 Board Member  Steve Lawson  (not presently on the Board) 
 Immediate past President Jeff Holmes 
 
Mr. Lawler then announced each Officer and the name of that Nominee inquiring three times, in 
a deliberate manner and a clearly audible voice:  “Are there any more nominations?”  There were no other 
nominations made from the floor and therefore only these nominees will be included in the Absentee 
Ballots sent to the members in good standing next week.  All of these nominees were present at the 
meeting and have agreed to serve.  Returning as Directors to complete their second year are:  Eric 
Flanders, Jim Heaton and David Hayen.  This will leave two vacant Director seats to be filled by the new 
Board when it is installed in January 2021. 
 
NOHA Update:  Alec Shumate announced that unless the Club opens soon NOHA will be cancelled 
this year.  Latest plans revolve around using the Club for the next NOHA. 
 
At the request of Michael Lawler, the meeting was adjourned in honor of Sid Halburn, our oldest 
member, who went OTGA on August 20, 2020. 
 
 
Adjournment was at 8:32PM 
 


